To All CUPE 2626 Members 

July 14, 2010

Dear Member,

Like us, you probably witnessed with shock the terrible events surrounding the G8 and G20 Summits on June 26 and 27 in Toronto. Given the seriousness of the acts committed over the weekend, the CUPE 2626 Executive Board has decided to take a stand.

Firstly, CUPE 2626 strongly condemns any and all acts of violence occurring during and after the G8 and G20 Summits in Toronto. In particular, we criticize the numerous civil rights violations, indiscriminate arrests and the excessive force used by security services during these events. Many CUPE 2626 members in attendance were harassed or assaulted, or witnessed such incidents, and we want light shed on the reasons why these acts and excesses were allowed. Furthermore, CUPE 2626 categorically opposes the criminalization of political dissent and emphasizes Canadians’ unalienable right to freedom of expression and of assembly.
At a time of financial and economic difficulty in Canada, and particularly in Ontario, we also condemn the excessive and visibly inefficient Government spending for “public” safety. Given the outcome, we believe that the billion dollars spent during these Summits of senior officials could have been better invested. The living conditions of Canadians could have been significantly improved if only a portion of this amount had been allocated to other areas such as postsecondary education, where government cuts are currently affecting tens of thousands of citizens. 

In the coming weeks and months, we encourage you to join voices with us so that such mistakes are not made again. If you have ideas or comments on the subject, please do not hesitate to contact us at info@cupe2626.ca. 
In solidarity,  

Felix Grenier

President, CUPE-SCFP 2626

